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Para Classification Policy

Purpose of the Policy

The purpose of this policy is to set out a clear, transparent and fair approach to the
classification of para-athletes in our sport. Classification ensures that athletes with
eligible impairments can compete on an equitable basis by grouping participants
according to the degree of activity limitation resulting from their impairment. This policy
outlines expectations, responsibilities and procedures to maintain the integrity,
consistency and credibility of the classification process.

This policy will be reviewed regularly to ensure alignment with evolving classification
standards, legal requirements and organisational needs. Feedback from performance
team, athletes, classifiers and staff will inform updates.

Scope

This policy applies to:
e All para-athletes seeking classification.
e Authorised Classifiers

Background / Context

Classification is a fundamental component of competitive and elite para bowls. It ensures
fair, meaningful and inclusive competition by minimising the impact of impairments on
competition outcomes.

This policy has been developed to align with recognised national and international
classification framework managed by the International Bowls for the Disabled (IBD)
Classification Procedures where applicable, and to maintain high standards of fairness,
athlete welfare and ethical conduct. The IBD complies with the International Paralympic
Committee’s (IPC), Classification Code, this provides guidelines to which conditions are
eligible and which are not.

IPC - Classification Code

This policy is informed by:
o Equality and disability legislation
¢ Safeguarding and welfare standards
e GDPR guidelines
e The International Bowls for the Disabled Classification Procedures
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Classification System

Bowls England is committed to providing a classification system that is transparent,
consistent and accessible. Decisions will be based solely on eligible impairments,
functional ability and evidence. Classification will never be influenced by athlete
performance level, personal relationships or external pressures. We will ensure that
classification is delivered fairly, respectfully and in a way that protects the dignity and
wellbeing of every athlete.

Details of the full IBD classification processes can be found here: Para Bowls
Classification Lawn Bowls -

Classification Principles

The following principles guide all classification activities:

¢ Fairness - Athletes should compete in categories that reflect the impact of their
impairment.
Consistency - Procedures must be applied uniformly across all athletes.
Transparency - Athletes must understand the process, criteria, and outcomes.
Respect - Athletes will be treated with courtesy, dignity, and confidentiality.
Integrity - Classifiers must act objectively, ethically, and without conflict of
interest.

Eligibility and Impairment Types

Athletes may be eligible for classification if they have a condition that meets the criteria
for classification as defined by the governing body for classifications the International
Bowls for the Disabled (IBD).

Eligible impairment categories are:
e Physical impairments
e Visual impairments

Eligibility does not guarantee classification; athletes must undergo full independent
assessment.
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Classification Process
Bowls England will follow the classification process set out by the IBD.

1. Submission of Documentation - Athletes must provide medical documentation
before the assessment.
2. Physical and Functional Assessment
Conducted by trained independent classifiers following the IBD procedures.
3. Observation in Competition or Training
Classifiers will observe the athlete to confirm accuracy of assessment.
4. Allocation of Classification Status
Athletes will be given a sport-specific class and classification status (e.g.,
Confirmed, Review, Not Eligible).
5. Communication of Outcome
Athletes will receive written confirmation of their classification.

Classification Review

Athletes may request a review of their classification under the following circumstances:
e New medical evidence is available.
e There is believed to be an error in procedure.
e Significant changes to impairment have occurred.
e The athlete’s classification is due for renewal.

Appeals must follow the IBD formal appeals process and be supported by evidence.
Details of the full IBD classification processes can be found here: Para Bowls
Classification Lawn Bowls -

Athlete Rights and Responsibilities

Athletes have the right to:
e Be treated with respect, dignity and confidentiality.
e Receive clear information about classification decisions.
e Submit an appeal through proper channels.

Athletes are responsible for:
e Providing accurate medical and personal information
e Complying with classification procedures and instructions
¢ Notifying the organisation of changes to impairment or health
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Classifiers

Classifiers must:
e Be trained and accredited where required.
Act independently and without bias.
Maintain confidentiality.
Declare any potential conflicts of interest.
Adhere to ethical standards and organisational policies.

Data Protection and Confidentiality

All personal and medical information collected during classification will be stored securely
and used only for legitimate purposes. Access will be restricted to authorised personnel.
Data will be managed in line with data protection legislation and internal data privacy
policies.
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